[A case of pulmonary artery rupture due to pulmonary artery catheter malposition after the weaning of cardiopulmonary bypass].
An 80-year-old female with aortic regurgitation and angina was scheduled for aortic valve replacement and coronary artery bypass graft. After the induction of anesthesia, central venous catheter and pulmonary artery (PA) catheter were placed into the right internal jugular vein. At the weaning from cardiopulmonary bypass, we noticed pulmonary artery pressure (PAP) on the monitor indicating the PA catheter tip being wedged. Therefore, we pulled the PA catheter until the wedging PAP wave disappeared. However, immediately after repositioning of the PA catheter, massive fresh bleeding was found in the endotracheal tube. We estimated the cause of pulmonary bleeding was PA rupture due to malpositioned PA catheter because surgeons had not manipulated the PA during the operation. Soon after restarting the cardiopulmonary bypass, pulmonary bleeding was stopped. Examination with fiberoptic bronchoscope revealed no further bleeding and weaning from cardiopulmonary bypass was accomplished smoothly. Postoperative course was uneventful.